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SUBJECT: THE MOOD IN BELIZE 

1 . OVER THE PAST PEW DAYS THE BELIZEAN POPULACE SEEMS TO 
HAVE UPWARDLY REVISED ITS ESTIMATE OP THE LIKELIHOOD OP A 
GUATEMALAN INVASION. THE COUNTRY'S NORMAL APATHY AND SKEPTICISM 
HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY A PERVASIVE PEELING OF ANXIETY, EVEN 
ALARM, IN SOME INSTANCES, AND A SENSE OP IMPENDING CRISIS. 

THE BROADCASTS FROM RADIO AMATIQUE, THE GUATEMALAN STATION 
WHICH SPECIALIZES IN PROGRAMS AIMED AT BELIZE, ARE REPORTED 
TO HAVE TAKEN ON AN UNUSUALLY MENACING TONE AND MAY ACCOUNT 
FOR SOME OF THE CURRENT TENSION. IN ANY CASE, OMINOUS RUMORS 
ABOUND. ONE HEARS THAT THE HARRIERS HAVE ARRIVED, THAT A 
BRITISH WARSHIP IS A PEW MILES OFFSHORE, THAT THE GUATEMALAN 
CONSUL GENERAL AND HIS FAMILY HAVE PACKED UP AND LEFT, THAT 
THE GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE INTENDS TO BOMB BELIZE CITY ON THE 
EVENING OF JULY 6, THAT GUATEMALAN TROOPS ARE MASSING ON THE 
BORDER, ETC., ETC. 
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2. IT IS DIPFICULT TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH, IF ANY, TRUTH 
THERE MAY BE IN THESE RUMORS OR WHERE THEY ORIGINATED. 

THAT THE BRITISH DESTROYER MAY HAVE ARRIVED SEEMS PLAUSIBLE 
ENOUGH. THAT THE GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE PLANS TO BOMB BELIZE 
COMES FROM THE UNITED BRANDS REP; LATTER APPEARS TO BELIEVE THIS 
AND IS SENDING HIS FAMILY OUT OF THE COUNTRY. SOME BELIZEANS HAVE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


EVACUATED THEIR EAMILIES TO THE OEESHORE CAYES. THE GUATEMALAN 
CONSUL GENEREL WAS STILL HERE MONDAY BUT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN 
HINTING SLYLY THAT HE AND HIS EAMILY WOULD BE LEAVING SOON TO 
AVOID THE HURRICANE SEASON. VISA APPLICATIONS ARE ABNORMALLY HIGH 
AND WE ARE GETTING NUMEROUS CALLS FROM AMERICAN CITIZENS ASKING 
OUR ADVICE AS TO WHETHER THEY SHOULD LEAVE. 

3. WE ARE TELLING INQUIRERS THAT MOST OE THE RUMORS WE HAVE 
BEEN HEARING APPEAR TO BE EITHER UNEOUNDED OR EXAGGERATED, THAT 
WE ARE WATCHING THE SITUATION CAREEULLY AND, IN THE CASE OE 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, THAT THEY SHOULD, AS A ROUTINE PRECAUTION, KEEP 
US APPRISED OE THEIR WHEREABOUTS. 

GAWF 
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